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I.  Introduction

A. According to Winston & Strawn LLP, social media law deals with issues that

pertain to user-generated content and the specific sites that host and spread this
content.
B. In an effort to protect and improve adolescents’ mental health, Utah passed a law

in March called the Social Media Regulation Act that states that residents under
18 will not have access to social media unless they receive direct permission from
a parent or guardian. If a parent or guardian consents to their child using social
media, they will have access to everything their child does on the sites.

II.  Coverage of topic by news media outlets

A. A way in which Time Magazine covered the topic was by using research that

challenges the new law in Utah and how it’s being enforced.
B. On the other hand, a way that AP News covered the topic that differed from the

way Time Magazine covered it was by providing more quotes from Utah


https://www.winston.com/en/legal-glossary/social-media-law.html
https://time.com/6266100/utah_teens_social_media_laws/
https://apnews.com/article/social-media-utah-kids-84bd1f6481071726327bce25cf3e7522

Governor Spencer Cox on why he decided to enact the law, and the general
positive reaction that this decision received from parents.

C. However, a similarity in the way in which Time and AP News reported on Utah’s
new social media law is that they both explained what the law is intended to do
and why it has been enacted.

III.  Most recent social media law

A. If Utah’s Social Media Regulation Act wasn’t bad enough for young people who
want to use social media freely, Montana just became the first U.S. state to
completely ban the use of TikTok inside the state, which will take effect next year

on January 1. Montana Governor Greg Gianforte tweeted yesterday that he did

this “To protect Montanans’ personal and private data from the Chinese
Communist Party.”
IV.  Analysis of responses to the topic from the public on social media

A. Most of Gianforte’s replies were negative, and people of all ages are taking to
social media to give their two cents on recent social media laws.

B. Many are saying that these laws in Republican-led states like Utah and Montana
are a form of censorship, that it should be the citizens’ choice on whether or not
they want to use social media, and that there are bigger problems in America than
things like TikTok that legislators should be worrying about.

V. How this topic relates to media literacy
A. This topic relates to the concepts of media literacy that we have discussed over

the course of this semester because there are restrictions being placed on the


https://twitter.com/GovGianforte/status/1658948119285964802?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1658948119285964802%7Ctwgr%5E69e479d11ca6e50bf9f8b020f18915338db842dd%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2023%2F05%2F17%2Fbusiness%2Fmontana-tiktok-ban.html

ability for people to access, use, and analyze content on social media, especially
young people.

B. Also, it is apparent that the media has influenced the democratic process as
elected officials are enacting strict laws that we’ve never seen before, especially
with Montana becoming the first U.S. state to completely ban TikTok.

VI.  The implications this topic had on me

A. The implications that this topic has had on me personally is that people in power
are making drastic decisions without taking every possible factor into
consideration.

B. Utah’s governor is allowing parents to have complete control over their children’s
social media usage because he thinks that will protect adolescents. But what about
kids who have abusive parents who will be put in harm's way if their parents find
anything they don’t like on their children’s social media?

C. Additionally, everyone has different perceptions of what age a child is and when
teenagers should be allowed to make their own decisions about their social media
usage.

VII.  The topic’s relevance in five and ten years

A. In five years and in ten years, I think this topic will still be extremely relevant
because we are living in the age of technology and social media advancements.

B. Social media is a way that many people keep up with one another and express
themselves, and I think that will always be the case.

VIII.  Implications of the topic for future generations/Conclusion



A. T think that the implications of this topic for future generations are that people in
power want to control as much as they possibly can of what citizens do.

B. By taking away social media or enacting strict laws on social media, legislators
are suppressing citizens’ freedom of speech and their right to decide for
themselves if they want to use social media or not.

C. Also, adolescents will be made to feel as though they aren’t trustworthy since the
right to privacy is being taken away from them when legislators allow their
parents to surveil everything they do on social media if they’re even allowed to

have it in the first place.



